
 

 

    
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Monday 19th November 2018, 7:44pm (following Inaugural Meeting)  
 

 Auchengray Church Centre 
 

 Approved Minutes 
 
1 Present: 
Alistair Marshall     Chair  Patricia Tucker     Secretary  Patricia Govan  Treasurer   
Margaret Addo  Stephen Hunter    Barbara Robertson 
John Robertson  Eric Williamson    John Tucker   Assoc Member 
Councillor Catherine McClymont      Councillor Julia Marrs 
Councillor Richard Lockhart   
Myra Dick  Linda Fisher  Steve Taylor 
 
2 Apologies:  
 None 
 
3 Adoption of Minutes of 2017 AGM :  
 The Minutes of the 2017 AGM were approved  
 Proposed by Barbara Robertson  Seconded by Margaret Addo 
 
4 2017 Chair’s annual report:       Presented by Alistair Marshall 
  Alistair Marshall presented his report which is attached to these minutes. 
  Questions to Alistair: 

A member of the public raised several issues about the organisation of the Community 
Council Elections:   

  * there was only one Polling station for the area 
 * the time allocated for voting (2pm – 8pm) effectively dis-enfranchised many residents 
who could not get to the Polling Station during those hours 

   * the only advert placed by SLC was inadequate without other advertising 
 * the advert was placed in the Lanark Gazette which was inappropriate in this community 
because:  a) it is not available in the community 

     b) therefore few people buy – or can buy, it. 
 * Residents were unaware they could ask for a Postal Vote. (because they had not seen 
the advert in the Gazette) 

   There was general agreement with these comments and much discussion followed with 
additional critical comments: 

 
  * Residents were expecting to receive Polling Cards as they do in other ‘Official’ 

elections, when none arrived, some questioned the legality of the Election. 
  * Residents were dependent on ‘hearsay’, leaflets delivered by candidates and notices in 

the Village Halls – but not everyone visits the Village Halls on a regular basis.  
  * TCC advertising through Social Media and the website only reached those sections of 

the Community who use social media and the internet.  In effect excluding large sections 
of the Community who have no access to the internet. (rural broadband is extremely 
poor), or do not have the skills or wish to access the internet 
 * Although the election date had been widely advertised in the Community Newsletter 
since June, details (location, time, postal votes etc) were not available for the relevant 
Newsletter in the time required for them to be included due to the printing deadline
 The Councillors present stated that the Department running the elections were aware that 



 

 

the process could be improved and would welcome constructive comments so that 
improvements could be put in place for the next elections. 
 
It was agreed to present these complaints and criticisms to South Lanarkshire Council for 
their consideration.         Secretary to action. 

 
5 2017 Secretary’s Annual Report       Presented by Patricia Tucker  
   Patricia Tucker presented a report which is attached to these minutes. 
   There were no questions. 
 
6 2017 Treasurer’s submission of Balance Sheet and Annual Accounts  
        Presented by Barbara Robertson 
  Barbara Robertson presented her report which is attached to these minutes. 
   There were no questions 
 
7 Arrangements for  Future Meetings  2018 - 2019 
   a. Venues,  
   1) In principle, it would be desirable to rotate meetings around the three Village Halls, 

however it is not yet clear when accommodation will be available at Tarbrax Village Hall 
for meetings and Woolfords Village Hall cannot accommodate full TCC meetings. We use 
Woolfords for meetings of sub-groups whenever possible 

  2) Therefore, the venue for meetings will be Auchengray Church Centre until further 
notice. 

  
   b Dates, and Times 
 
   i) Ordinary Meetings 
    Meetings will be held on the third Monday of the month as follows: 
     February 18th  
     March 18th   
     April 15th  
     May 20th 
     June 17th 
     September 16th 
     October 21st  
     November 18th  (following the AGM) 
 
     Meetings will commence at 7:30pm  (Note the new time)  
   (If required, in exceptional circumstances, meetings may be called on  
   January 21st, July 15th  August 19th  December 21st ) 
 
   ii) AGM 2019 
     Monday November 18th at 7:30pm 
 
   c Locations of Public Notices 
    Notice boards of all three Village Halls. 
    Tarbrax Village Green Notice Board 
    Auchengray Church Centre Notice Board 
     and if possible, the Bus Stop in Woolfords Village. 
    TCC website: www.tarbraxcommunitycouncil.co.uk  
 
   d Distribution of Minutes 

  Electronic distribution to all TCC Members & Associate Members, Ward Councillors, 
SLC Community Council Liaison, and to anyone who requests a copy. 

 
8 Meeting closed at 8:15pm 
 



 

 

Annual General Meeting 19th November 2018 
Chairman’s Report 

 
Dear Residents 
Since the last AGM I would like to thank you all for your hard work and help over the year.  I would like to 
thank Patricia for keeping chairman and committee on the correct road and keeping us in check.  There have 
been a lot of changes throughout the year, which in turn have benefitted the community as a whole and that is 
ultimately what we are here to do.  But this is just the start and there is still a lot more to do. 
 
I especially enjoyed the big fun day even if the weather was against us in what was the best summer we have 
had in such a long time, but the day was still well attended and everyone had a very good time.  The scarecrow 
competition was a wonderful idea and was well contested, hopefully next year there will be even more entries.  
The Fun Day was also a great starting point for the TCC to work with other prominent groups in the area. 
 
I am glad to report that we (TCC) are continuing to work well with all the groups in the community and we are 
making real progress in developing positive working relationships.  These collaborative groups have put on fun 
days, hosted fundraising nights and assisted in projects to encourage everyone to enjoy and visit our beautiful 
landscape. 
 
I would like to thank everyone who voted in the elections and also to wish the new committee the best of luck 
for the up and coming year. 
 
Thank you 
Alistair Marshall 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 
This has been a very busy year, culminating in the first contested elections for the TCC for many years – a good 
sign. 
 
As Alistair said, the TCC has been much more closely involved with the various Community Groups in general 
and the TCC have also formed two new Sub Committees:  The Planning Committee, and a TCC / WAT IF? 
Working Group, which has had positive results – notably the decision to hold two Community Events involving 
all Community Groups each year and the possibility of further initiatives which we hope the new CC will 
decide to take forward.  The WAT Group have been generous in their funding to help us with those events. 
 
A further ‘Roads’ working group had been considered with myself and Jemma from WAT IF? and the Roads 
Dept from SLC & West Lothian, but that was held in abeyance as the present system of sharing information and 
Jemma posting on the WAT IF? Facebook page seems to be working well. 
 
With the assistance of our Ward Councillors several roads in our area have been resurfaced and many potholes 
repaired over the year.  The Councillors have been very busy on our behalf in many ways and a great help to 
me, as has the SLC Community Liaison Officer, new in post this year. 
 
We also owe many thanks to Linda and Campbell for providing refreshments as well as facilities for our 
meetings. 
 
The TCC website has been extended and could be a useful source of information for those who wish to access 
it. 
 
There are lots of ideas and plans waiting for the new Community Council to take forward if they decide to do 
so - the future looks bright! 
 
Finally, I would especially like to thank Alistair and Barbara, my fellow ‘Office Bearers’ for their help and the 
whole TCC for their patience and tolerance as I found my way in the role of Secretary. 
 
Thank you - Patricia 
 



 

 

 
 

Annual General Meeting  19th November 2018 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
 
The balance at the 2017 AGM was £572.16 
The current balance is £742.55 
 
All payments are up to date.  All paperwork is up to date. 
 
On the 27th April we received a £1000.00 grant from the WAT Group towards the cost of the Great Get Together 
Fun Day in June.  Not all of this was spent (due to the weather), so some money was refunded to the WAT 
Group. 
 
The Annual Payment of £35.00 to the Information Commissioner’s Office is due to be paid this month. 
 
We have had considerable difficulties and delays in getting the signatories updated following the last AGM due 
to difficult communications and mixed messages from RBS.  However, all is in place now! 
 
As usual, South Lanarkshire Council have continued to audit our accounts. 
 
The fact that the AGM is in November, yet the financial year runs from April to March tends to confuse 
presentation of reports!  SLC acknowledge the difficulties this can cause. 
 
We are very grateful for all the help that South Lanarkshire Community Council liaison staff have given us. 
 
Barbara Robertson 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 


